P. mirabilis and P. vulgaris are the two wellknown species in the genus Proteus. P. myxofaciens and P. penneri are recent additions to the genus. We isolated P. penneri from the pus of a patient with suppurative otitis media and an epidural abscess. The characteristics of the organism, including morphology, staining, physiology and biochemistry, were studied. Clinical microbiological laboratories should suspect P. penneri in the case of as Proteus strain that is negative for indole, salicin and esculin, but otherwise resembles P. vulgaris.
, the genus Proteus includes three species, P. vulgaris, P. mirabilis and P. myxofaciens. The latter, which does not produce H2S, has not been isolated from human clinical specimens.2,3).
Hickman et al studied DNA hybridization of P. vulgaris and found three biogroups within the species, one of which was indole-, salicin-and esculin-negative. They indicated that this group probably represented a new species of Proteus and referred to it as P. vulgaris biogroup 1. Differentiation among the 3 biogroups shown in Table 1 . Our isolate was similar to P. vulgaris biogroup 1. P. penneri sp. nov was proposed as the name for this biogroup by Hickman in 1982.
We performed a series of biochemical tests, listed in Table 2 , to further identify the present isolate. The results showed that this strain and P. penneri had identical characters. In view of the original isolation of this organism in China, we performed further biochemical tests and confirmed the isolate as P. penneri (Table 3 ).
Antibiotic susceptibility was tested by the Kirby-Bauer disk method, showing that this organism was susceptible to gentamicin, co-trimoxazole and kanamycin, intermediate to carbenicillin and neomycin, and resistant to ampicillin, etc.
Dis cuss ion P. mirabilis and P. vulgaris are the two well-known species in the genus Proteus. Two other species, P. myxofaciens and P. penneri are more recent addition to the genus. P. penneri was not included in Bergey's Manual of Systematic Bacteriology (Vol.1, 1984), because it was described after the submission date for the 
